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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

Seaham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  my  annual  report  for  1949. 

Our  hope  of  last  year  was  fulfilled  in  the  fact  that  nothing 
outward  in  the  form  of  epidemics  happened. 

There  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  Tuberculosis 
cases  notified,  both  of  the  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  types, 
and  we  are  particularly  glad  to  note  that  the  mortality  figure  for 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  indicated  a  reduction  although  females 
between  the  ages  of  15—35  years  are  still  the  most  vulnerable 
section  of  the  community. 

Diphtheria,  as  in  all  parts  of  the  country  is  still  kept  in 
check.  Indeed,  the  notifications  were  reduced  to  eight,  a  figure 
which  reflects  the  value  of  the  continuous  policy  of  immunisation 
which  has  been  pursued. 

The  birth  rate  and  the  death  rate  compared  very  favourably 
as  the  table  shows  with  the  other  parts  of  the  country,  although  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  is  somewhat  higher. 

The  most  difficult  problem  which  the  Council  meets  is  the 
adequate  housing  of  the  population,  but  the  ever-growing  number 
of  new  houses  being  built  and  the  removal  of  the  old  buildings  is 
ample  evidence  as  to  how  the  difficulty  is  being  dealt  with. 

All  harbour  traffic  has  been  normal  and  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Harbour  Officials  we  are  in  a  position  to  deal  with  any 
difficulties,  should  they  arise. 

I  thank  the  Chairman,  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  the 
staff,  for  the  help  they  have  given  during-  the  year. 


WM.  JAMES  PEDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

(Pig  ures  in  brackets  refer  to  previous  year). 

Civilian  Population  25,900  (25,710). 

Area  :  2,469  statute  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (June,  1949),  6548,  (6500) 

Estimated  number  of  separate  tenancies  (June,  1949),  7360 
(7340) 

Rateable  value,  £105.176  (£103,074). 

The  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate,  £388  (£374) 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

Male  Female  Total 

No.  of  Legitimate  Births  270  (310)  264  (240)  534  (550) 

No.  of  Illegitimate  Births  12  (9)  1  1  (9)  23  (18) 

Totol  Live  Births  282  (319)  275  (249)  557  (568) 

Live  Birth  Rate. 

Li  ve  Births  per  1000  estimated  population  21.5  (22.09) 

Still  Births. 

Male  Female  Total 

No.  of  Still  Births  5  (6)  8(12)  13  (18) 

Still  Birth  Rate. 

22.8  (30.71)  per  1,000  total  births. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  per  1000  live 
births,  46.67  (45.75) 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1000 
live  births,  46.67  (44.01) 
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DEATHS. 

Total  rate  per  1,000  population  10.3  (9.95). 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
1.7  (1.7). 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  T.B. 

Deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  T.B.  ... 

Deaths  from  Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

Deaths  from  Influenza 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

Deaths  from  Intracranial  vascular 
lesions 

Deaths  from  Heart  Diseases 

Deaths  from  Other  Diseases  of 
circulatory  system 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis 

Deaths  from  Pneumonia  and  other 
respitatory  diseases 

Deaths  from  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 
duodenum 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  yrs) 

Deaths  from  Appendicitis  and  other 
digestive  diseases 

Deaths  from  Nephritis 

Deaths  from  Premature  birth  and 
congenital  birth  injuries  and 
diseases 

Deaths  from  Suicide 

Deaths  from  Road  traffic  accidents 
and  other  violent  causes 

Deaths  from  all  other  causes 

Deaths  from  all  cases 


Male 

Fe 

male 

Total 

0 

(0) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

7 

(10) 

3 

(4) 

10 

(14) 

0 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

0 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

2 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

2 

(0) 

18 

(16) 

13 

(17) 

31 

(33) 

18 

(24) 

14 

(17) 

32 

(41) 

51 

(32) 

44 

(34) 

95 

(66) 

5 

(6) 

3 

(0) 

8 

(6) 

6 

(10) 

3 

(6) 

9 

(16) 

8 

(5) 

8 

(6) 

16 

(11) 

1 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

1 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

2 

(1) 

2 

(4) 

2 

(6) 

4 

(10) 

3 

(5) 

2 

(2) 

5 

(7) 

7 

(12) 

3 

(2) 

10 

(14) 

3 

(2) 

0 

(1) 

3 

(3) 

10 

(6) 

2 

(2) 

12 

(3) 

13 

(12) 

8 

(5) 

21 

(17) 

158  ( 

;i50) 

109  ( 

106) 

267  ( 

'256) 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  for  1949  and  certain 

previous  years. 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1900 

42.0 

21.1 

174 

1910 

36.4 

14.8 

122 

1920 

35.2 

16.3 

124 

1930 

23.0 

10.5 

80 

1937 

17.2 

10.3 

82.9 

1938 

16.9 

10.6 

66.6 

1939 

16.3 

10.6 

78 

1940 

18.2 

12.6 

56.9 

1941 

17.6 

12.2 

60.4 

1942 

18.1 

11  3 

49.8 

1943 

19.86 

13.5 

59.3 

1944 

20.8 

11.2 

73.6 

1945 

21.5 

10.0 

56.3 

1946 

23.4 

11.1 

46.1 

1947 

23.73 

11.8 

48  4 

1948 

22,09 

9.95 

45.75 

1949 

21.5 

10.3 
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SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
AND  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Figures  for  the  year  1949  are  herewith  supplied. 
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IVlcinthiy  Notifications  of  infectious  Diseases  during^  1949. 
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TABLE  V. 


Infectious  Disease  and  Tuberculosis  Cases 
notified  during  past  five  years. 

(Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  number  of  Deaths). 


Disease 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Scarlet  Fever 

49  (0) 

45  (0) 

58  (0) 

58  (0) 

24  (0) 

Diphtheiia  ... 

38  (1) 

28  (1) 

33  (0) 

27  (0) 

8  (1) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2  (0) 

3  (0) 

7  (0) 

1  (0) 

1  (0) 

Erysipelas 

8  (0) 

6  (0) 

11  (0) 

18  (0) 

8  (0) 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

4  (2) 

5  (1) 

5  (0) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

Poliomyelitis 

0  (0) 

1  (0) 

7  (0) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

Measles 

180  (0) 

251  (0) 

95  (0) 

637  (1) 

76  (0) 

Whooping  Cough 

13  (0) 

25  (0) 

45  (0) 

163  (1) 

62  (1) 

Pneumonia  ... 

37  (0) 

59  (0) 

38  (0) 

47  (9) 

43  (15) 

T.  B.  —  Pulmonary 

28  (14) 

38  (11) 

37  (14) 

45  (14) 

33  (10) 

T.  B. — Non -Pulmonary 

19  (S) 

17  (0) 

14  (0) 

8  (2) 

7  (2) 
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TABLE  VI 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NOTIFICATIONS 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on- 

Pulmonarv 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

15 

1 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

5-10 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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- — 

— 

— 

10-15 
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1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

1 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25-35 

1 

6 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

35-45 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

46  55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

1 

— 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  U nknowii 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totaijs  . . 

13 

20 

2 

5 

6 

4 

2 

— 

13 


A  few  comments  on  the  forgoing-  figures  are  appended. 

POLIOMYELITIS  and  CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER 
were  absent  from  the  area. 

There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
MEASLES  notified,  which  was  to  be  expected. 

The  figures  for  PNEUMONIA — 47  in  1948  compared 
with  •  43  in  1949 — speak  for  themselves.  Again  the  very 
young  and  the  very  old  are  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the 
population. 

TUBERCULOSIS  I  have  already  spoken  about,  and  I 
should  like  again  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  parents  to 
the  care  that  should  be  taken  with  young  girls  after  they 
leave  school. 
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GEMERAL  SAM  ITATiOM. 

(1)  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES.— 128  complaints 
have  been  investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
the  undermentioned  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances  were 
dealt  with  : — 


Dwelling  Houses  and  Schools: 
Foul  Conditions 
Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding 
Lodging  Houses 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds 
Bakehouses 
Slaughter-houses 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Yard  Paving 
House  Drainage  : 

Defective  Traps 
No  disconnection  from  sewers 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 


22 

36 


177 

8 

174 

10 


30 

1 

1 

11 

382 


(2)  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION.— Cloth¬ 
ing  and  bedding  are  disinfected  and  disinfested  at  the 
Health  Department  Depot  in  Cornelia  Terrace,  by  a 
Thresh  type  of  disinfector.  For  disinfection  of  houses 
etc.  after  infectious  diseases  Formaldehyde  liquid. 
Vapour  tablets,  Cromessol  and  Killgerm  liquid  disin¬ 
fectants  are  used. 


(3)  DISINFESTATION  AND  ERADICATION  OF  BED 
BUGS. — At  the  Depot  the  disinfection  of  bedding  is 
done  by  the  Thresh  disinfector  and  if  necessary  liquid 
and  powder  disinfectants  are  used  as  detailed  in 
previous  column. 

In  house  disinfection  the  most  suitable  disinfectant  is 
employed,  namely: — (i)  Powder  D.D.T.  (Kolium  Co., 
and  Killgerm  Co.)  ;  (ii)  Insecticide  (Kolium,  British 
Fumigants  and  Killgerm)  ;  (iii)  Fumigation  (Fumex, 
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Kolium  and  Killgerm  Sulphur  Blocks  and  Formalde¬ 
hyde)  . 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  to  adults  free  of  charge. 

(4)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— There  are  a  few 
isolated  cases  which  are  not  on  the  water  carriage 
system. 

Sewerage  is  carried  out  to  sea  at  the  east  end  of  the 
town  by  the  combined  system.  Additions  are  con¬ 
tinually  being  made  on  account  of  housing  progress, 
and  at  the  present  time  the  existing  system  is  working 
efficiently. 

(5)  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— All  complaints 
have  been  dealt  with  and  voluntary  improvements  have 
been  made  by  the  Employers,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Employee.  If  suggestions  have  been  made  there  has 
been  no  difficulty  in  having  them  carried  out. 

(6)  HOUSING. — Slow  progress  is  made  with  improve¬ 
ments  to  property  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and 
materials  but  efforts  are  made  to  keep  the  properties 
in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair. 

Overcrowding  is  being  alleviated  by  the  Council’s 
rehousing  programme.  Families  with  a  member  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  families  overcrowded 
and  families  without  homes  have  been  rehoused  in 
Council  properties.  Exchanges  of  houses  are  permitted 
with  overcrowded  and  non-overcrowded  tenants  when 
both  are  agreeable. 

(7)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.— 855  visits  have  been 
made  to  stores,  shops  and  the  Meat  Depot  for  the 
inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Food  condemned  :— 

Beef  1,047  lbs.;  Pork  38  tins;  Mutton  Fat  64  lbs.; 
Sausage  6  lbs.  ;  Vienna  Sausage  2  tins  ;  Pork  Luncheon 
Meat  29  tins  ;  Chopped  Ham  3  tins  ;  Minced  Loaf  and 
Cereal  1  tin;  Brawn  15  tins;  Meat  Roll  6  lbs.;  Pork 
Pies  11  ;  Jellied  Brisket  2  lbs.  ;  Minced  Beef  Loaf  2 
tins;  Polony  12^  lbs.  ;  Danish  Pork  4  tins;  Veal  Loaf 
1  tin  ;  Aislet  4  lbs.  ;  Chilled  Chicken  7-|  lbs.  ;  Luncheon 
Sausage  4  lbs.  ;  Ham  and  Chicken  22^  lbs.  ;  Bacon 
146  lbs.;  Tongue  12  lbs.;  Tongue  1  tin;  Butter  64 
lbs.  ;  Cheese  411  lbs.  ;  Sugar  2  lbs.  ;  Eggs  342  lbs.  ; 
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Milk  270  tins  ;  Jams  34  jars  ;  Marmalade  6  jars  ;  Syrup 
1  tin  ;  Lemon  Curd  2  jars  ;  Pears  3  tins  ;  Peaehes  12 
tins  ;  Plumbs  9  tins  ;  Apricots  6  lbs,  ;  Australian  Fruits 

1  tin  ;  Fruit  5  tins  ;  Tomatoes  66  tins  ;  Carrots  9  tins  ; 
Beans  43  tins;  Peas  99  tins;  Soups  16  tins;  Mixed 
Vegetables  3  tins;  Spaghetti  10  tins;  Tomato  Juice  35 
tins  ;  Macedonia  1  tin  ;  Cherries  3  bottles  ;  Rhubarb  4 
tins  ;  Cream  1  tin  ;  Spaghetti  and  Sausage  1  tin  ;  Fish 
5  stones  ;  Salmon  4  tins  ;  Pilchards  5  tins  ;  Herrings 

2  tins  ;  Crawfish  78  tins  ;  Sardines  5  tins  ;  Mussels  208 
jars;  Cod  Roe  3  tins;  Whiting  1  tin;  Tunny  Fish  1 
tin  ;  Symingtons’  Soups  33  packets  ;  Sauces  32  bottles  ; 
Fish  Cakes  1  tin ;  Pickles  22  jars ;  Macaroni  1  tin ; 
Beetroot  2  tins ;  Fish  Paste  3  tins  ;  Piccalilli  3  jars  ; 
Swiss  Roll  1  ;  Barley  56  lbs.  ;  Oats,  178  lbs.  ;  Malt 
Loaves  10  ;  Shredded  Wheat  1  packet ;  Cake  Mixture 
2  packets ;  Coffee  Essence  2  bottles ;  Semolina  1 
packet ;  Mince  Meat  1  jar ;  Sandwich  Spread  1  jar ; 
Puddings  2  tins  ;  Pancake  Mixture  42  packets  ;  Crisp 
Bread  31  packets  ;  Potatoes  1  tin  ;  Apples  2  tins  ;  Bread 
1,560  lbs.  ;  Grapes  1  tin  ;  Ginger  Malt  Cake  40  lbs.  ; 
Slab  Cake  20  lbs.  ;  Cream  Cake  24  lbs.  ;  Salad  Cream 
30  jars;  Sweets  10  lbs.;  Strained  Food  1  tin. 

(8)  MILK.—  All  the  farms  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition 
and  no  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  the 
milk  supply.  All  retailers  now  supply  milk  in  bottles. 

(9)  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY.— There  is  no 
change  in  the  administration  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
Authority. 

Notification  of  illness  on  vessels  using  the  Port  are 
notified  to  the  Custom  Officials  who  notify  the  Health 
Department  and  the  local  doctors.  If  cases  of  venereal 
disease  are  reported  action  is  also  taken  by  the  local 
doctors  and  if  necessary  hospital  treatment  is  provided. 

(10)  RATS  AND  MICE  DISINFESTATION.— A  fully 
qualified  Rodent  Operative  deals  with  all  complaints 
and  the  suggested  methods  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries  are  adopted. 

The  sewers  are  disinfested  at  half  yearly  periods  and 
no  major  infestations  have  been  detected. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  are  no  major  infest¬ 
ations  in  the  area. 
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(ll)  Refuse  and  Salvage — The  total  amount  of 
refuse  collected  from  April  to  November,  1949,  when 
the  collection  of  salvage  ceased,  was  18,633|  tons 
Controlled  tipping  is  in  operation,  and  the  tip  is  situated 
in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  area  and  Dawdon  Dene. 

The  collection  of  salvage  is  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department,  the  approximate  total  figures  being  : 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


Factories  Act,  1937  &  1948 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 

Sanitary  Inspectors) 
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i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103 ( 1 )  ),  Institutions,  (Section  104)  and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of 

Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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